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TGO  Local Comm ssioners of Social Services, Medicaid Directors, and
Third Party Resources Staff
FROM Betty Rice, Director
Di vi si on of Consuner and Local District Relations
SUBJECT: Resunption of Medicare Part B Buy-In Prem unms

EFFECTI VE DATE: |Inmmediately
CONTACT PERSON: Stanley Leslie, Ofice of Medicaid Managenent
(518) 473-5501

During April, the Ofice of Medicaid Management stopped the paynent of
the Medicare Part B premium for previously closed Medicaid recipients. A
smal | percentage of the affected individuals were termnated inproperly due
to the presence of nultiple client identification nunmbers on WM as a result
of changes in county of residence, and in an unrelated incident, a small
nunber (26) were inproperly closed in upstate counties due to Y2K probl ens.

In accordance with a letter to all State Medicaid Directors dated April
7, 2000 fromthe Health Care Financing Adninistration (HCFA), the Ofice of
Medi cai d Managenent is re-accreting to the Part B prem um Buy-in for My, all
cases closed by State action in the April transaction period other than those
listed on WWS as deceased. Although npst cases taken off the Buy-in during
the April transaction period are no longer eligible for Mdicaid, the
i ndividuals may be eligible for paynment of the Part B prem um through other
prograns such as Qualified Medicare Beneficiary (QwB), Specified Low |Incone
Medi care Beneficiary (SLIMB), or the Qualified Individual (Q) program As a
result, Medicaid recipients renmoved from Part B Buy-in by the April
transaction are being reopened on the Buy-in retroactively to the date they
were deleted and will receive any prenmun(s) deducted from their June Soci al
Security check in their July check if they are upstate recipients and in
their August check if they are in New York City. A list displaying effected
i ndi viduals was recently provided by Stanley Leslie to each district. It is
not necessary at this tinme to do anything with that |ist.

Until further notice, the Departnent of Health will not automatically end
t he paynent of Medicare preniunms when the Medicaid case closes. Any future
actions by the State or l|ocal departments of social services to term nate
Medi care Part B premium Buy-in for previously closed MA recipients nust be
i mediately preceded with client notifications. The notifications wll
provide information regarding the various prograns other than Medicaid that
may result in Part B premiunms being paid on behal f of the individual.
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It is not necessary for you to take any action at this tine and you
should not end Medicare prenmum paynents unless you first determ ne that
eligibility for them does not continue with the higher income and resource
levels in other prograns. Should you end the premum paynment along wth
closing the Medicaid case, <clearly state this in the closing notice.
Instructions for future actions including revised notices are forthcon ng.
If you have any questions about this, please contact Stan Leslie at (518)
473-5501.




