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TO. Local District Commi ssioners, Medicaid Directors

FROM  Kat hryn Kuhnerker, Deputy Conm ssi oner
O fice of Medicaid Managenent

SUBJECT: Revised Federal Poverty Levels for January 1, 2001
EFFECTI VE DATE: January 1, 2001

CONTACT PERSON. Local District Support Unit 518-474-9130 Upstate
212-268- 6855 NYC

This is to inform social services districts of revised federal poverty levels

effective imediately. The estinmated federal poverty levels were effective
January 1, 2001 pending the actual poverty levels published in the Federal
Regi ster in February. The Departnent inplenents the estinated levels to
ensure nore stable periods of eligibility. However, the actual annual
federal poverty line is $50 higher ($4.00 nonthly) than the estinated poverty
l'ine. Therefore, the actual poverty levels are effective for all new

applications and recertifications i mediately.

For all new applications, the incone nmust be conpared to the revised federal
poverty levels. A chart with the new poverty levels is attached to this G S.

This chart should be given to every eligibility worker. New applications
whi ch have incone above the applicable poverty |level may, consistent wth
case processing tinefranes, be held until the revised poverty levels are

avai |l abl e on MBL on March 19, 2001 with an effective From Date of January 1.

For undercare cases, a district specific report will be devel oped identifying
cases that are either spenddown or have been denied or referred to Child
Health Plus due to eligibility based on the estimted poverty levels. These
cases wll need to be rebugeted using the new poverty |evels. Sone cases
with income slightly above the estimated poverty line may gain full Medicaid
eligibility. Those individuals whose eligibility may be affected are:

Chi | dren under 19

Pregnant Wonen I nfants
Qual i fied COBRA Persons eligible for AIDS Health
Conti nuati on Beneficiaries I nsurance Program
Qualified Medicare Beneficiaries Qualified Disabled and Wrki ng
Specified Low I nconme Beneficiaries I ndi vi dual s
A list of such cases and necessary action will be included in a letter to

each district shortly.
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Social services districts should revise the notice "Notice to Potential
Qualifying COBRA Continuation Beneficiaries" for one and tw person
househol ds to reflect the January 1, 2001 change in the federal poverty |eve
to $716 for an individual and $968 for a couple. For other notices, usua
procedures apply.

An ADMis forthconmi ng on the 2001 Medicaid incone and resource guidelines and
federal poverty Ievels. Pl ease direct any questions to your local district
I iaison.




